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Upcoming Events:
November: 10, Tuesday, 7:15 PM. Meeting at the church. We meet in the basement of 
the Methodist Church, NW corner of Willson and Olive St. Use alley side entrance.

Member of the Year will be awarded.

December 8, Tuesday, 7:15 PM. Meeting at the church. 
Election of new club officers.
Swap Meet!

TODAY’S NEWS 
Aliquam sed eros | Nulla facilisi | Lorem vitae elit

Hello

I hope you all are doing well and staying healthy as we head into November. Stan has sent out 
a prior letter about our meetings for the rest of the year. If you did not see it, I will recap: We 
voted to carry on the meetings at the church for November & December. please come to the 
meetings knowing that it is voluntary and we will be following social distancing guide lines. We 
usually have our appreciation dinner in November but we will postpone to a to be determined 
date. Our regular meeting will be at the church but I would like to still recognize the member of 
the year award at that time. December meeting will be the election of new officers for next year. 
Pease, if you cannot make it to the meeting and have a nomination for an officer position please 
email them to Stan. I recommend switching it up as it is always nice to bring in some new blood 
and new ideas to keep the club going strong. As for January, at this point I still plan on having 
our New Year's Day Fun Fly to watch 2020 fly away! Keep in touch for more updates.

Some of you may have heard Tony Covert is making a life change. He and his wife are selling 
their house and are going to travel the US for a while. I am excited for them and wish them luck. 
Tony has lots of RC inventory to get rid of fast, he still has around 80 planes, and misc supplies. 
He is doing lots of dealing so it would be worth a look. All his stuff is in Clyde Park but give him 
a call 406-548-4507.

Use this time to get some planes together for the winter flying, see you at the field.

Destry
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Winter sure came fast this year!!!

It’s time to build skis.  I have found a perfectly 
great use for political signs. (any political party 
will work) The signs are corrugated plastic, 
water proof and can be heat formed into skis.  
The plane size/weight determines the size of 
the ski.  For a .40 size plane, a ski could be 17 
inches long and 3 inches wide.  The larger the 
ski area, the easier the plane will stay on top 
and not sink into the snow.  First build a base 
out of pine, determined by the ski length and 
front tip angle.  Cut the flat ski from the plastic 
sign and glue it to the base. Using a heat gun, 
soften the front corner and glue and screw the 
tip to the front of the ski. On this base, 
attachment points using eyelets are required.  I 
like cables to limit the swivel of the ski. I 
learned this the hard way.  Once just using 
rubber bands, I had ski tip swing down and 
lock in place. This created a large aileron and 
a fantastic spin rate - right into the ground.

I replace the wheel with the ski and tie the front 
and back cables to a center point. This mount 
can be on the wing, plane or landing strut.
Whatever works. I like to use #64 rubber bands 
tied from the front tip to the center point. This

PT-17

I'm starting a new quarter scale aircraft - a 
96" Stearman PT-17. I plan to use a Zenoah 
G62 in it with either a cowl or some type of 
dummy engine. Williams makes cylinders 
(plastic) for 1/4 scale and I might be able to 
fasten them to some type of ring around the 
engine.

The original Stearman had ailerons only on 
the bottom wing. The plans I have is for a 
Super Stearman with ailerons on top and 
bottom but I'll build it with bottom wing 
ailerons only.

During the 1940's down south, I watched 
crop dusting Stearmans on the plantation we 
rented a house on. Many were fitted with 450 
hp engines from BT-13's. Needless to say, I 
was fascinated by the big bipes.

Club meeting at the church-no wives 
appreciation dinner this month-maybe in the 
spring. See you at the meeting.

Chuck Curtis

keeps the tip up at a positive angle to the snow.  There are many ways to build skis. Use the 
method that works best for you. Flying with skis is fun. The snow is 
smooth and great for leaving ski tracks in the snow.  Also, you can Continued next page
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take off and land without “missing the runway. This is my U-Can-Do 3D on skis. Look at all 
the ski tracks!!

 Warm flying,
 Larry Nelson

Fire at the Field

Most of you have heard by 
now that on October 2, an 
aircraft fire occurred which left 
a prominent burn on the 
asphalt in our pit area. This 
was the result of a LiPo 
battery fire which could have 
gone much worse!

Eli Kutsch was at the field 
when it happened and 
submitted the incident report 
on the next page.
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RC PLANE CRASH /TAXIWAY FIRE REPORT

DATE OF INCIDENT: 10/2/20
CAUSE OF INCIDENT: LIPO BATTERY FIRE
TIME OF INCIDENT: approx 1:45 pm 
TYPE OF AIRCRAFT:   FOAM F7F TIGER CAT
ELECTRIC OR GAS?:  ELECTRIC
BATTERY TYPE: (2) 4000 mAh lipo batteries
INJURIES:  NO
EXTINGUISHER USED: NO 

OFFICIAL INCIDENT REPORT
BY: ELI KUTSCH

The incident occured on October 2nd, 2020 at approx. 1:45 pm. An RC F7F Tiger Cat was 
in flight and crashed. The first crash resulted in slight damage but was repairable. The 
second crash occurred due to both wings folding in half and the plane going down in the 
field. As 2 others and I saw it hit the ground, shortly after smoke appeared causing us to 
rush immediately to the crash site slightly to the left of the west end of runway being 
runway #08. We arrived on scene to see smoke coming from the broken fuselage and a 
punctured lipo battery. We then rushed it to the taxiway where it went up in flames. The fire 
then consumed the second lipo battery causing the possible asphalt damage We were 
able to put it out with water.  Had we left it it would have started a grass fire. As this 
incident occurred a lesson was learned. The lesson was that lipo batteries are no joke. 
When a lipo battery is punctured all hell breaks loose. Luckily it was nothing other than a 
burn spot on the taxiway. We did not have to use a fire extinguisher. Always be prepared 
to use a fire extinguisher and know how to use it. Remember PASS Pull Aim Squeeze and 
Sweep at the base of the fire. Be prepared to call 911 should it get out of control. This was 
my very first experience of a lipo fire and it was handled well though the plane was a total 
loss. It was scary but no one was hurt. Anything can happen. We were lucky it did not 
crash into the hillside. Had it crashed into the hillside and caught fire, 911 would have 
been called immediately and we would have done what we could to keep it from 
spreading. The other reason to be careful is because there are a numerous amount of 
toxins in the black smoke and the fumes from the battery. When dealing with a Lipo battery 
fire, always remember to be prepared, stay safe from the fumes and call 911 immediately 
and let fire services commence a fire attack on the fire. Have fun and fly safe! 

LiPo Battery Fire
As most of you know by now we suffered our first full blown LiPo battery fire a month ago 
at the field.  The short story is it was a twin engine plane that crashed and started to 
smoke.  We were very fortunate that the parties involved were quick on their feet and the 
fire was contained to taxiway.  Apparently the plane went down close to the runway and 
started to smoke.  The quick thinking modelers saw impending doom and moved the plane 
off of the grass to the taxi way.  There is significant damage but I will repair that in the 
spring so not a big deal at all. 
The takeaways from this are:  Continued next page
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1.        Great job on getting the plane to a safe area, but be CAREFUL not to inflict 
personal harm.  If the lipo went full bore as they were moving the plane someone 
could have been badly injured.

2.       We avoided a large grass fire and potentially saved our field and significant 
property damage.

3.       Never take LiPo batteries for granted.  They are completely safe until they are 
not.  About the only thing that makes them go is oxygen.  If they get punctured, 
they will ignite, there is no maybe about it.  If your battery swells or becomes 
damaged in any way it is best to take it in to be recycled.  Owenhouse Downtown 
does this at no charge.

4.       Be prepared for danger when you are charging or using a LiPo.
When charging a LiPo, I suggest putting it in some sort of fire retarding 
container.  An Ammo can with internal plugs are pretty easy to make.  I use a 
charging sock most of the time that will also help contain a fire.    NEVER leave a 
LiPo on a charger unattended.  IF you charge at the field, I suggest an extension 
to get the charger and battery away from your vehicle’s battery.

If you are at the field and you do encounter a LiPo fire please do the following:
1.       Make sure you are safe, do not put yourself in danger.
2.       Grab the fire extinguisher from the Eagle’s Nest.  It will not put out a LiPo fire, just 

be prepared to use it to prevent the fire from spreading any further.
3.       If the fire spreads and gets out of control, call 911 immediately.  If the fire is 

contained and managed, there should be no need to call the fire department.
4.       Notify a club officer of the incident.

Thanks everyone for a great year and hopefully you get some projects built this 
winter.  See you at the meeting.

Ron Banta     
Safety Officer  
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Halloween with a full moon is a fairly rare 
occurrence!
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Club Officers for 2020

President Destry Jacobs 581-4374
Vice President Larry Nelson 599-4222
Safety Officer Ron Banta               600-6846
Events Coordinator & Webmaster Brian Westberg 580-3834
Secretary / Treasurer Chuck Curtis 587-4934
Newsletter Editor Stan Johnson 585-7541

*Items for newsletter, please email to: sjohnson825@msn.com

FAA Registration

As operators of small unmanned aircraft that weigh between .55 and 55 pounds (almost 
anything we fly outdoors), we are required by the FAA to have our registration number clearly 
visible on the outside of each of our aircraft. A single registration number will cover all aircraft 
owned by an individual operator. 

Go to: https://faadronezone.faa.gov/#/
Use the second option: ‘I fly under The Exception for Recreational Flyers’ .
If you need to renew or check your renewal date, use the ‘Log In’ option in the top right corner. 

SJ

https://faadronezone.faa.gov/#/

