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Club Meeting
Tuesday, January 14, 7:15 PM at Methodist Church basement.
The church is on the Northwest corner of Willson Ave. and Olive St. Use the Alley side entrance.
 _______________________________________________________________________________
Looking forward to next year
 
Well I am not sure if you heard or not, but last meeting we elected club officers, and  they all stayed 
the same for one more year.
 
I appreciate the support from all of you,   it does mean a lot to me and I always try and come up with 
new ideas and try to keep our club growing. I am very proud of how far we have kept improving year 
after year. That doesn't happen just with one person, it's all of us working together, so keep it up 
and we will go farther! please keep in mind I am always looking for ideas and input.

one of the exciting things for next year is our state schedule. It has most of the RC state events on it 
so we will all know what is going on around the state all summer long. There is a copy of this on our 
website and I will also let you know if posted anywhere else.
 
Also some other projects I have been working on for the up coming year
(1) building new tables at the field. Kenyon Noble has donated all the pressure treated lumber to build 
them this spring, cant wait! 
 
(2) moving the power pole(still working on that)
 
(3) updating our lawn mower?
 
(4) keeping up on trimming trees and mowing
 
(5)The big one putting 1 1/2” of fresh black top on the runway  with painted runway lines(my dream). I 
have received some estimates for this, just working on lowering it with some donations & investors. 
right now that number is $6700 not as bad as you would think but still a chunk. so keep that in mind, 
would  love to hear any ideas.
 
Thank you to all club members and officers, we can't do it alone.

Destry



S E Q U O I A  C L U B

Gallatin Eagles R/C Flying Club 2

No Problem. 

Last year on Jan 1, I managed to crash my Telemaster into a mountain. I did get most of it re-built in 
about a week and then it sat there collecting dust on my work bench. I went all summer and did not 
touch it because I had other planes ready to fly. I decided to get it ready to fly at the fun fly this 
January. At 1:30 am on Jan 1 the plane was ready to go. The damage to the tail was much worse 
than I thought so it took awhile to finish it up, but I got her ready. I was going to be at the field at 10 
and put her into the air. It would be great to put the first flight on the one year anniversary of its near 
death. The airplane gods had other plans and I should have listened to them.  I woke up at 10:00 and 
went to the garage to fit the receiver battery to make the Tele 100%. I fitted the battery, no problem. I 
went to load my flight box and saw the starter battery was dead, even after being on the charger all 
night. No problem, I will grab the portable jump starter to use.  I noticed that I forgot to put a prop on 
the motor. No problem, I have a box of them. Out of 50 props in the box I was out of 10x6, 10x7 and 
11x6's. No problem, a 11x7 should work on a .46, I then proceeded to load up the car. I went upstairs 
and started to yell at Cyrus to get going because we were late. After almost an hour we were in the 
car heading to the field. We got there and I was amazed, again, that there were so many people 
there. It seems like more people show up when it is cold and snowy than when it is perfect and warm 
in the summer. When I was unloading the Tele from the car I noticed that the wing got a hole in it from 
the prop on the way over. I was a little PO’d at this point so I grabbed the electrical tape and patched 
it up. No problem, all fixed up. I then plugged in the ailerons and flaps and put the wing on. My repairs 
over last winter resulted in the wing not quite fitting, no problem I just hogged out one of the balsa 
sticks that I glued in and it fit, kind of. As I was forcing the wing screw in my screw driver slips and 
puts another hole in the covering. No problem, I still have tape left. I patched that hole and filled her 
with gas. I start to pump fuel in and noticed almost immediately that fuel is pouring out my vent line. 
No problem, I must have the lines reversed so I flip them.  Then, so I thought, vent line was a little 
short but it fit so... no problem. As I am filling the tank I spit some fuel out of the new vent line and it 
lands directly onto my transmitter. No problem, i just wipe it up with a greasy rag. It turns out it must 
have lubed something up because my throttle stick no longer stays at full throttle. No problem, I will 
just hold it up, after all I usually fly at full throttle anyway. I grab the starter and crank the motor. It 
starts and things are looking up. When I rev the engine it does not want to lean out. After I kill it a 
couple of times I realize an 11x7 prop is probably too much for my old .46. No problem, the plane will 
fly with a .25. I warm it up and take it to the flight line. After waiting for what seemed like five minutes 
for my dad to taxi back to the pits, I throttle up and the plane tracks smoothly and lifts off in about 20 
feet. A few clicks down and a few clicks right and it is trimmed out and flying great. It was a good day 
after all. After about 5 minutes my fingers were going numb so I line up for a landing. The last thing I 
wanted to do is stall it on in the middle of that great frozen runway and have to track out to get it so I 
brought it in hot. I over shot the frozen tundra and went around again, no problem. The next approach 
was also long but I decided to land it and make the long taxi back. It touched down about 100 yards 
past the runway and I thought it was slow enough so I plugged up elevator so the skis would not stick 
in and the plane took off again. No problem I would ease off the throttle and count it as a bouncy 
landing. The plane comes down hard and flips right over. Problem, I hate walking through deep snow. 
I manage to get to the plane and it is upside down in the snow. It had a broken prop, both skis were 
laying about 5 feet away and it had multiple holes in the covering. I walked it back to the pits and 
actually thought about putting more tape to fill the holes and CA the skis back on. This is when it 
finally sunk in that I probably should have been listening to the airplane gods all along and made sure 
the plane was 100% before I tried to fly it. I let it sit on the table the rest of the day and decided to fly 
dad's planes instead. When I got home I fixed the covering, epoxied the skis and fit a proper prop. 
The Tele is now 100% and all is good. The moral of the story, from the safety officers stand point, 
make sure your stuff is in good working order before you fly. Don't take short cuts even if it means 
you have to come back another day.  Continued, next page



Even with the Tele problems and the burnt chili, the years first Fun Fly was a blast. Thanks to 
everyone that came out, and a huge thank you to our President, Destry for prepping the field for us. 

Ron Banta
Safety Officer

Winter - Battery Cycling Time!

It's winter -- building season and ..battery checking time. Particularly, flight packs. Each year, I throw a pack or 
two into the recycling bag to go to the recycling place.

I use a Hobbico battery cycler which puts a load on the pack and shows the Milli-Amp/Hour(Mahr) rating on a 
digital readout. When the battery level drops to 1.1 volts per cell, it goes into a preset battery charge level. I use 
a quick charger along with the cycler and can go through a pack in a few hours. It usually takes about 3 charge/
discharge cycles to really find out if a pack is good or not.  If a pack has not been used much, the Mahr rating 
will increase until about the third cycle.

Batteries are rated at the minimum Mahr level. A new 600 Mahr pack will be good for at least 600 Mahr and 
usually more.  Taken care of, a flight pack will usually last 5 years or more.

Chuck Curtis

New Years Day Photos

The following photos were taken by Chuck Curtis and 
Chuck Banta at our very successful Fun Fly event.  I 
think we had a better turnout than any of our summer 
events!  It’s a whole different game when taking off 
from and landing on snow with skis than a paved 
runway.  For one, the airplane doesn’t steer as well 
while taxiing (at least mine doesn’t). On the flip side,

much less precision 
needed on approach 
since there’s so 
much available 
landing area, just 
watch the glide 
slope and speed 
and a good landing 
is almost assured!

A big THANK YOU! 
to Destry Jacobs, 
Chuck Curtis, Brad 
Meuli and Martin 
Lambert for all the 
work you did to put 
this event on.



The parking area was nicely plowed, the spectator shelter was tarped on 3 sides with a huge propane 
heater inside, hot chocolate and chili were available, it was great!

Stan Johnson



Club Officers for 2013 
President:  Destry Jacobs  581-4374 Vice President: Adam Stamey 595-6623
Treasurer / Secretary: Chuck Curtis     587-4934 Safety Officer:  Ron Banta 
Events Coordinator: Gib Curtis  586-6212 Newsletter Editor: Stan Johnson 585-7541
Club Website: Gallatineagles.org    Items for newsletter:  sjohnson825@msn.com

A Schedule of events around the state for 2014:

Jan 2014
1 - Bozeman - New Years Day Fun Fly in the Snow 
March 2014
29 - Helena - ALES Contest
April 2014
12 - Bozeman Mall Show
26 - Helena ALES
May 2014
3 - Terry, MT - Combat meet
31 - Helena ALES
June 2014
7 - Billings Pylon Race
7 - Terry, MT Fun Fly
14 - Missoula fly -in and swap meet
20-22 - Tim McGee's scale masters qualifier (Idaho)
21 - Billings fly-in
28-29 Helena STATE FLY IN / Helena ALES
July 2014
12 - Spokane Pylon Race
13 - Helena Float Fly
19-20 Great Falls fly-in / open house
26 - Helena ALES
26 - Bozeman Battle For The Mountains Combat
August 2014
2-3 Billings fly-in
2-3 Three Forks full scale fly-in/ limited RC flight
9 - Missoula Wounded Warriors fly-in
16-17 Polson Wings for Wishes fly-in
16-17 Helena ALES Third Annual Montana Summer ALES
23 - Great Falls Float fly/fun fly
30 - 1 Helena Pylon race
30-31 IMAC event
Sept 2014
6-7 Kalispell fly-in
13 - Bozeman fly-in
13-14 Warbirds Over the Rockies (Ft Collins Co.... I'll be going)
20 - Great Falls Float Fly in Ft Benton on the Missouri.
Oct 2013
25 Helena ALES Contest
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